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STATE ELECTION COMMISSION, MAHARASHTRA

1st Floor, New Adminiztrative Building, Gpposite Mantralaya,
Madam Cama Road, Mumbai 400 032,
' dated the 31st March 2009
NOTIFICATION

Thr REGISTRATION OF PoLITICAL ParTies ORoER, 2008,

An order to provide for the registration of political parties at elections to the local budies
constiluted in Mahorashtra in pursuance of Parts IX and IXA of the Constitution of India and for
matters connected therewith.

No. SEC/2009/CR-49/D-11.—Whereas, the superintendence, direction and control of all elections
to local bodies in the State arc vested in the State Elections Commission b} virtue of the provisions
of the Constitution of India and the relevant laws relating o local bodies in the State |

And whereas, with a view to provide, in the interest of sanctity of elections t6 the local bodjes
and in the interest of conduct of such elections in a free, fair, effective and efficient manner, for the
Tegistration of political parties and for matiers connected therewith, the State Election. Commigsion
under its Notification No. SEC/Z008/CR-24/D-11, dated 14th May 2068 had issued the Regmsiration
of Political Parties and Allotment of Symbols Order, 2008 (as amended from time to time) ;

And whereas, the Commission is satisfied that, il 12 expedient to amend Lhe said Order ;

Now, therefore, in exercige of the powers conferred by Article 243-K read with Article 24.3-
7 of the Constitution of India, the State Election Commission, in supersession of the ‘Registration
ol Political Parties and Alletment of Symbols Order, 2008, hereby makes the following order

1. Short title, extent, application and commencement.—{1) This Order may be callea
the Maharashira Registration of Political Parties Order, 2009. :

(2) It extends te the whole of the State of Maharashtra.

(3) It shall apply to all elections to local bodies in the State held on party basis. It shall not
apply to Village Panchayats electiona where eleﬂtmna are held on partyless basis.

(41 Tt shall come into force with 1mmedxate effect.

(5} The political parties already registered under the Registratmn of Political Parties and
ﬁllutment of Bymbols Order, 2008, shall be deemed to have been registered under this Order.

PART I
. PRELIMINARY
2 Definitions.—In thiz Order, unless the context otherwise requires,—

{1) * Commission ” means the State Election Commission constituted under Article 243-IK
read with Article 243-Z4 of the Constitution of India ;

{21 “ Election Commission of India ™ means the Election _Cummissiﬂn of Indin constituted
under Article 324 of the Constitution of India ;

(3) “local body * means,—

(a) a Zilla Parishad or Panchayat Samiti constituted under the Maharashtra Zilia
Parishads and Panchayat Samitis Act, 1961 jor

" {h} a Municipal Couneil or Nagar Panchayat constituted under the M&hambhtm
Municipal Councils, Nagar Panchayats and Industrial Tuwnsh1ps Act, 1965 ; or

{¢) a Municipal Corporation constituted under the Mumbai Munieipal Corporation Act,
1888 ; vr City of Nagpur Corporation Act 1948 or the Bnmbay Provineial Municipal
Lorpnrﬂtmﬂb Act, 1949,

{4} “ paragraph” means a paragraph of this Order;

(5] “recognised political party " means a pahtmal party recognised b:,r the Electioa
Commission of [ndia as a National Party or as a State Party under the Election Symbols {(Reservation
and Allotment) Order, 1968 {(2s amended from time to time} and also registered with the
Commmission ;

(6) " registered politicul party ¥ means @ political party registered with the Commission ;
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(7) " State ” means the State of Maharashtra ;

'8} Word and expressions uged but not defined in this Order, but defined in any State Act for
the time being in force, or the rules made thereunder, shall have the meanings respectively assigned
to them in theose Acts and Rules.

PART IT -
REGIRTRATION OF PotaTIoAL anTiEs

3. Registration of Political Paties.— (1} Any -association or body of individual citizens
calling itself a political party, or a politiea) party already registered with the Election Commission
of India, and intending to avail itself of the provisioms of this Order, shall make an application to
the Stute Blection Commission for its registration as a political party for the purposes of eloctions
to lucal bodies in the State. The application sholild be in proforms as provided in Annexures I or
i1, as the case may be, and it shall be accompanted by a declaration as provided in Annexure 1],

(2} Every application under sub-paragraph {1} sha!l be signed by the (eneral Secrelary/
Chairman/President of the association or body or political party or Chivf Executive Officer of the
association or body or political party by whatever name known and presented to the Secretary to
the Commission or sent by registered post : _ '

Provided that in case of recognised Political Party it may be signed by any State Level office
bearer a5 mentioned in above paragraph, -

{4} Every such application shall contain the following particulars, namely —
{a} the name of the association or bedy or political party ;
th) location of its head office.; _
te} the address to which letters and other communieations ineant for it should be sent :

e} the names of its President, Secretary, Treasurer and other office-bearers and copy
of resolution of their election R :

{e) the numerical strength of its members and if there are categories of its memburs, the
numerical strength in each category. The ex{ating numerical strength should be 150 minimum.
The names of the membors and recently certified details about their registration in electoral
rolls should be enclosed. :

{/1 whether it hes any local units (branches) ; if o, at what levels ;

(g whether it is represented by any office-bearers or members in any of the local bodies
in the State ; if so, their number and particulars relating te the office they are holding and
. the local bady concerned ; '

{h) whether it has already registered itgself as a political party with the Election
Commission of India, and if so, whether it is recognised as a National Party or a State Party :

Provided that in ense of recognieed political Party the details as mentioned at lal, {h),
‘e), ¢} and (A) shall only be required. But these parties shall provide the address of their
-office at the State Level,

{4} in) The application under sub-paragraph (1) above shall be accompanicd by a edpy of the
mettwrandum, or rules. and regulations of the association or body by whatever name called, duly
signed by the President, Secretary and three other founder members, and such memorandum or
rules and regulations shall contain a speeific provision that the agzociation or body shall bear
true fuith and allegiance to the Constitution of India as by law established, and to the principles
of socialism, secularism and democracy, and would uphold the sovereignty, unity and integrity of
India : :

trovided that in case of a recognised political party a copy of the memorandum or rules and
regulations may be signed hy any threermembers of executive committee of the political party at
the Nautonul or State Leval : ' ' '

The memorandum rules and regulations shall also contain the democratic procedure by which
the resident, Secretary, Treasurer and sther office-bearers shall be elected and their term of
olfice, '
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{0} In the case of a political party already registered with the Election Commission of India,
the application shall be accompanied by the documentary evidence of its registration wilh the
Election Commission of India, particulars of Symbel and a certifi ed copy of the party constivution,
by whatever name called.

{5) The application shall alse be accompanied by a declaration to the effect that the applicant
has read and understocdsthe provisions of this Grder and that the political party sought to he
regiglered by him ghall abide by the provisions of this Oreder.

{8} The application shall be accompanied by a demand draft of Rs. 5,060 (Rupces Iive Thousand
enly) payable at Mumbai drewn in favour of Assistant Commissioner, State Election Commission,
Maharashtra, Mumbai.

{7} The Commission may call for such other particulars, as it may der:m fit, from the association
cr body or political party.

{8} After considering all the particulars as aforesaid in its poasession, and any other nenessary
and relevant factors end after giving the representatives of the nssociation or body or politiesl
party, a reasonable opportunity of being heard, the Commission shail cither register the association
or body or political party, as a political party for the purposes of this Order, subject to such
restriclions and conditions as may, by order, be specified by the Commission ; or may take a
decigion not se to register it ; and the Commission shall communicate its dem zion tﬂ the assoeiation

... or body or political party :

Provided that, no association or body or political party shall be :ngstered as a puhtmal party
under thiz sub-paragraph unless the memorandum or rules and regulations of such association or
body or the cohstitution of the politiesl party cenform to the provisions of sub-parapgraph (4)
above. .

(8) (i} Before registering a political party under this order a notice shall be published in the
Maharashira Government Gazette indicating therein the name and sddress of the political party,
its President and Symbol prapaesed to be allotted, if any, and calling for objestions, if any, for such
registration from the general pubhc

Provided ti'xat in case of a raﬂﬂgmsed puhtmal part}' ny su-::h notice needs to he publmhed

(i) If no n!:uectmn 18 recelved within 30 days fram the date of publieation in Muharashtra
Government Gazette as specified in sub-para (1) abeve, it shall be competent for the State Electmn
Commission to register the political party as proposed in the notice.

(iii) If any objection is received, the State Election Commission may consider the same and
in case it is found to be flimsy, it may reject the same and register the political party ; if on the
other hand, the State Election Comrission congiders that the objection is prima facie genuine,
then the same shall be communicated te the applicant and his remarks shall be called for. After
“receipt of the remarks, the Commissgion may either decide the matter on merits on the basis of the
records available or it may give personal hearing to the parties conecerned and take a decision
thereafter., The decision of the State Election Commission shall be final.

(v} Fvery Association or Body of individual citizens making an aplication under this order
for registration of political party ehall take care to see that the name of the political party. proposed
to be registered should not resemble the name of a political party which iz already registered
with the State Election Commission, thus giving rise to a confusion in the minds of the general
rublic. Where the State Electivn Commission is either suo mioto or ne objections received from
the general public considers that, the name of a political party sought te be registercd is similar to
that of a political party already registered, it shall be competent Lo the Commission to reject the
application. It shall, however, be open to the applicant 1o make a fresh application by changing
the name of the political party and any such upplication will be examined de-novo as if it is a new
application. The decasion of the State Election Commission shall be final.

(20)). After an association or body or political party has been registered as a political party os
aforesaid,—
(@} any change in its name, head office, office-bearers, address or in any other matceriai
matters shall be communicated to the Commission without delay :
qET A {T -3
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Provided that before making any change in its name, permission from the Commission
shall be taken accordingly : . : ; _

(b] such association or body or pelitical party shall maintain true accounts of ile income
and expenditure, and particularly maintain sepurate accounts for the expenditure incurred
in ronnection with local body elections, indicating details of the expenditure incurred an the
general publicity of the party, and candidate-wise expenditure incurred for promoting the
election of specifie candidates set-up or supported by the party in various elections to local
bodies ; ' . _ .

{¢) acopy of the annual audited accounts of the party and a copy of the income-tax relurns
filed under the law for the relevant year shall be filed in the oflice of the Commission within
a period of one year after the end of the relevant financiul year | '

id) the provision of the Model Code of Conduct for Lecal body Elections issued from
time to time by the Commission should be observed ; - :

te) the directions and instruections of the Commﬁssiaﬁ, given from time to time, with a
view 1o furthering the conduct of free, fair and peacefil election or safeguarding the interests
of the general public and electorate in particular should be follawed.

4. Cancellation of registration of political party.-—(1) Notwithstanding in this erder,
'the Commission, either suo motu, or upon an application received in that behalf, has a regson to
believe that,— _ : ' _ : .

{¢) & registered party is not complying with the provisions of this Order ; or

(b} that the Model Code of Conduct for the clections of loeal bodies (as amended from
time to time) is not being observed in toto, or

{¢) that the directions and instructions issued by the Commission from time to Lime, for
the conduct of free, fair and peaceful elections and for safeguarding the interests of the general
public and clectorate in particular are not complied with, er’

(d) defiance is shown to the Madel Cede of Conduct and 'instructim:}sfthe;'g?f,_ B

" The (lommission, after considering all availablé ficts and cireumstances of the case snd
after giving such party a roasonable opportunity of showing cause in respect of the action
proposed to be taken against it, if satisfied that the explanation given by the Party is not
sufficient, it may cancel the registration of such party and remove its name from the list of
regisiered political parties. : :

{2) If a registered political party makes an application to the Commissien for cancellation of
iy registralion and if the Commission is satisfied that such proposal is passed by majority of the
members of that party, the Commisgion may cancel the registration of such political party.

5. Powers uf_Cnmmissinn to issue instructions.—The Commission, may issue
instructions and directions,—

{e) for clarification of any of the provisions of this order : _
w6} for removal of any difficulty which may arise in relation te the implementation of
any such provisions ; and

‘¢} in relation to any matter with reapect to the registration of palitical parties, for
which this Order makes no provision or makes insufficient provision, and provision iz in the
opinion of the Commission nocessary for the smooth and orderly conduct of elections.
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. | ANNEXURE-I
PROFORMA OF APPLICATION FOE REGISTRATION AS A POLITICAL PARTY
| " {(for Recognized Politival Parties) :
Ta,
The Prinecipal Secretary/Secritary,
Staie Election Commission, .
lst Floor, New Administrative Building,
Opp. Mantralaya, Madam Cama Road,
Mumbai 400 032, '
Sir,
1t is requested that . {Name of the Political Party] muy
be registered as a Political Party under the Maharashtra Regisiration of Political Partics Order

2009 of the State Election Commission, Maharashtra. The particulars required under that Order
are furnished ag under — :

(1) Name of the Pelitical Party ;

(2} The Address of its Head Office ;

{3) The Address of its office al State level ; _

{4) The Address lo which letters and other communications should he zent ;

(5) The names of itz President, Secrctary, Treasurer and other. office bearers.
{2}_ Following documents/particulars are enclosed—

(&} A demand draft of Re; 5,000 (Rupeés- Five Thousdnd only) on aceount of processing
foe drawn in [avour of the * Assistant Comipissioner, State Election Commission, Maharashtra,
Mumbai * and payable at “ Mumbal *.

(ii) A copy of party Constitution/Memorandum, Rules and Regulations dul}: gigned by
anv three members of the Executive organ of the Politival Party at the National or State
level, Tt has in it & specific provision that the party shall * bear true faith and allegiance to the
Constitution of India as by law established and to the principles of socialism, secularism and
democracy and would uphold the sovereignty, unity and integrity of India. '

It also provides for the demoeratic procedure by which the President, Secretary,
Treasurer and other office bearers shall be elected and their term of office.

(iii} Dogumentary evidence of its registration with the Election Commission of India
and a eopy of notification showing alletment el symbel Gf symbol ia alletted),

(i) A Declaration as.specificd in Annexure IIL

Yours Faithfully,

Place :

Date : : General Secvetary/Chairman/
: TPresident of the Party.
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ANNEXURE-IT

PROFORMA OF APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION AS A POLITICAL PARTY

{for Association/Body/Political party other than Recognised Political Parties)

To, '

The Principal Secretary/Secretary,

State Election Commnrission,

1st Floor, New Administrative Building,

Onpp. Mantralaya, Madam Cama Road,

Mumbat 460 032,

Sir,

It is requested that ..., (Name of the Association/Body/
Political Party} may be registered as a Politieal Party under the Muharashtra Registration of
Political Parties Order, 2009 of the State Election Commission, Maharashtra, The particulars
required under that Order are furnished us under :—

(n} Name of the Assuciationﬁﬂudnyﬂlitiual_ Darty ;

b} The Address of its Head Office :

(e} The Address of its Office at State levei : _

() The Address to which letrers and other communications should be sent ;

fe) The names of its President, Secretary, Treasurer and other offive bearers with a
copy of Resolution of their election.

(/) The numerical strength of its Members and if there are categories of its Mombers,
the numerical strength in each category ;

(g} The names of at least 150 Members, their category and recently certified details
about their names in electoral roll : ' -

(A} Whether it hag any branch (local unit} ; if s0 at what leyel ?

o A4} Whehwr it i3 represented by any office bearer or-members in . any.of the lgcal bodies in
the State ; if so, their number, names of such loeal bodies and number of such members in
each these bodies ; . .

(73 Date of formation of the Association/Body/Political party ;

{#£) The principles vn which the asscelation/Body/Pulitical purty is based :

({) The plicies, aims and ¢hject, pursued or seeks to pursue ; '

(m) Its programme, functions and activities for the purpese of carrying out its principles,
policies, aims and ohjects. -

{2) Following documents/particulars are enclosed—

{i} A demand draft of Rs. 5,000 (Rupees Five Five Thousand only) on acesunt of processing
fee drawn in favour of Lthe * Agsistant Commissioner, State Flection Commizsion, Maharashtra,
Mumbai ” and payable at Mumbai.

(LY A coppy of party Constitution/Memorandum, Rules and Regulations duly signed by
any three members of the Executive organ of the Political Party at the National ar Siate
level. It has in it u specific provision that the party shall dear true faith und allegiance to the
Constitution of India as by law established and to the prineiples of sociulism, seeularism and
democracy and would uphled the sovereignty, unity and integrity of Indis.

It also provides for the democratic procedure by which the President, Secretary,
Treasurer and other office bearers shall be elected and their term of office.

(¢7) A Declaralion ag specified in Annexure [IL

Yours Faithfylly,

‘Plare - _

Date : . General Secretary/Chairman/
President of the Party.
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‘ ' . ANNEXURE-IH
PROFORMA OF DECLARATION
DECLARATION
To, ' ' _ .
The Principal Secretary/Secretary,
Biate Election Commission,
" 1st Floor, New Administrative Building,
Opp. Mantralaya, Madam Cama Roead,
Mumbai 400 032,

ST .{Narme of the Applicant} on hehalf of

' {Name l:-f the Essnmatauufﬁudyﬁ’uhtlml party) do hereby declare

that I have rLad and u.udﬂrst::md the provisions of the Maharashtra Registration of Political Parties

Order, 2009 and the abovementioned party in the event of its registration as a politicel party by
the State Flection Commission, Maharashtra shall— '

(1) bear true faith and allegiance to the Constitution of India as by law established and
to the prmmples of socialism seculariem and demoeracy and wuuld uphold the sovereignly,
unity and integrity of India ;

(2) observe and abide by the provisions of the Model Code of Conduct igzued b:,r the
State Election Commission, Maharashtra, for Local Bedy Election as amended from time to
time, and the prwisions of this Order ;

{4) follow or carry out the lawful dmectmns and instructions of the Commission given
from time to time with a view lo furthering the conduet of free, fair and peaceful elections or
safeguarding the interests of the gencral public and clectorate in particular ;

(4} convey to the State Election Commission, Maharashtra swithout delay about any
change in the name of the party address of jts head office and state office, names of 11s office
bearersat National and State level or any other material matters ;

Any change in the name of the party shall be mude after obtaining prior permission of
the State Elcction Commission, Maharashtra |

{5) inform the State Election Lumm1351nn Maharashtra and concerned Returning.
Officers appuinted for elections to local self governing bodies in the State, the names and
specimen gignaturcs of the authorised persons who would intimate names of candidates set
up by the political party.

I further declare that the information submitted by me is true to the best of y knowledge
and belief and that nothing material has I:necn concluded therefrom.

Bdi-
Place :

Date : ' (eneral Secretary/Chairman/
' ' President of the Party.

NAND LAL,
State Eleciion Commissioner,

Maharashtra,
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